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was easy for the Greeks to be * healthy'; practically
they had no past But for us the past overweights
the present; we cannot, if we would, get rid of the
burden of it. All that was once absolute has
become relative, including our own conceptions and
ideals; and as we look back down the ages and see
civilization after civilization come into being, flourish
and decay, it is impossible for us to believe that the
society in which we happen to be born is more
ultimate than any of these, or that its ideal, as
reflected in its institutions, has any more claim than
theirs to be regarded as a final and absolute' ex-
pression of Good."

" Well," said Parry, " let us admit, if you like, that
ideals evolve, but, in any case, the ideal of our own
time has more validity for us than any other. As
to those of the past, they were, no doubt, important
in their day, but they have no importance for the
modern world. The very fact that they are past is
proof that they are also superseded."

" What!" cried Leslie, indignantly, " do you mean
to say that everything that is later in time is also
better? That we are better artists than the Greeks?
better citizens than the Romans ? more spiritual than
the men of the Middle Ages ? more vigorous than
those of the Renaissance ? "

" I don't know," replied Parry, " that I am bound
to maintain all that I only say that on the whole
I believe that ideals progress; and that therefore it
is the ideals of our own time, and that alone, which
we ought practically to consider."

" The ideal of our own time ? " I said, " but which
of them ? there are so many."